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Shout-Out
The Rhythm Section Rocks!

Especially guitars!
—John Monroe

Shout-Out
“Franklin Opera House 

supports community arts!”

www.RiverWoodsExeter.org

Cycle the Seacoast at 7am. 
Throw a bowl in the pottery studio after lunch. 
Laugh with friends over a dinner you didn’t have to cook. 
Your future health care needs? They’re covered. 
Independence now,  peace of mind for the future. 
Call 1-800-688-9663 to learn more.

LIVE
independently
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Proudly Supports
NH Fiddle Ensemble!

575 Front Street
Manchester, New Hampshire 03102

Tel: 603-625-8400            Fax: 603-625-8484            www.SFMLLC.net



We are happy to have local school music teachers join us—Paul Warnick 
from Gilford, Jennifer Ramsay from Exeter, and Mary Maravic from 
the Seacoast Charter School. The hope is to eventually bring this idea of 
learning different styles of music by ear into the local schools and offer 
a large “Folk Fest” to further educate our kids on the importance and 
enjoyment of making music. 

We partner with area non-profits. The New Hampshire Children’s Trust 
is a perfect fit for us as we embody what they are striving for in the state 
of New Hampshire—strengthening families and providing safe, nurturing 
environments. Other organizations we work with include the Exeter 
Recreation Department, Franklin Opera House, Wayside Food Programs, 
and food pantries supported by the Rotary Club of Derry. We appreciate 
our partnerships with all of these great organizations and hope you will 
support their causes, as we try to do through our performances. 

We also connect with local businesses to support this joint engagement of 
the ensemble and non-profits, creating a win-win situation for all. Special 
thanks to Amanda Grappone of Grappone Toyota and also to the many 
sponsors and businesses you see noted in your program.

Ask the members of the ensemble why music is important in their lives. 
Ask yourself how music is important in your life. We believe music is 
essential—just like physical activity, music is healthy for the brain, spirit, 
and community. We hope this show demonstrates that there is truly a 
place for music in all of our lives.  

Thanks for coming!

Ellen & Melissa

Welcome to the Show!

As you enjoy the show today, we hope you will notice some of the many 
awesome things about the New Hampshire Fiddle Ensemble. Most 
noticeable is our large size—110 musicians in all! Take a closer look and 
you will notice the wide age range, ages 9–85. (Can you think of any 
other performing groups this large with such a vast age range?) Note our 
diversity. Although it may be harder to see, we have members from many 
different walks of life on stage—all enjoying communicating with each 
other and with you, our audience. Note where they come from—all over 
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Maine. There is also a huge ability 
range on stage. Some people have been playing for only a few years 
and others have been playing for over 40 years! You may notice that 
there are very few music stands on stage. This music has been learned 
the traditional way—by ear, hard work, memorizing, and practice. We 
hope you enjoy the songs that each individual group came up with and 
arranged for their group performances. Note the families we have up 
here—often 3 or 4 members of the same family, parents and kids, twins, 
sibling cellists, married couples, adult siblings, and neighbors inspiring 
each other to join the ensemble and make music together. Look at all the 
fun we have!   

While trying to provide a rich learning environment for our members, 
we also try to include our communities in many different ways. There 
are many communities to draw from—our musical community, for 
example. We reach out to musicians like Liz Faiella, Folk Chair at the 
Concord Community Music School, to record and notate an arrangement 
of a couple Irish slip jigs for the ensemble to perform. We ask Jane 
Orzechowski, long-time New Hampshire contra dance icon and New 
Hampshire Governor’s Folk Heritage Arts recipient, to teach and 
record a piece we are performing from another great contra dance icon 
and tunesmith from New Hampshire, Bob McQuillen, keeping in our 
tradition of performing a piece of music written by a local artist. We 
bring in some fine musicians and teachers to help lead groups and assist 
during performances—Shana Aisenberg has been with us for years; 
Jane Orzechowski, Liz Faiella, and Paul Smith have helped out coaching 
groups; and Darrell Carlson and Kris Day provide our rock solid “hired” 
rhythm section on stage. 



Shout-Out
“Way to go Eleanor and Thomas!!”

—Erin & John Kerwin

Shout-Out
“Tunes, tunes, and more tunes. 

Keep the music playing.”
—Jim Gregg

Creating harmonious 
partnerships.

We are proud to 
partner with New 
Hampshire Children’s Trust to 
support their efforts to create 
safe, stable and nuturing 
relationships and environments 
for children.

FSBNH.BANK
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Bioconcept Laboratories
Frank Smith
Jane Kaufmann
Diane Collier
Rebecca McReynolds
Jim Gregg
Fred Head
Bob Sweeney
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Rich & Liz Chipman
Anonymous
Ellen Barber
Rachel Berube

John Monroe
Nick & Sharon Pangaro
Paul Smith
Tricia Toms Photography
Stephen Mallett
Kristin Peterson-Bozak
Erin Kerwin
Chris & Tom Stevens
Tilton Senior Center
Tamworth UU Church
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Our Advisory Group Members:

Diane Collier (Exeter)
Peg & Dan Fedor (Manchester)
Joan Murray & Noel Dickinson (Tilton)
Missy Myers & Rebecca McReynolds (Tamworth)
Bobby Thibodeau (Kittery)
Julie Harrison (Scarborough) 
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Frank Smith
Nick Pangaro
Diane Collier
Paul Smith
Rebecca McReynolds 

Videographer, Hero, Producer:

Nick Pangaro

Thank you to contributors of the NH Fiddle 
Ensemble (both in-kind and monetary):



	

Workshops	and	Great	Jams!	
	

CANCELED	FOR	THIS	YEAR.		See	you	next	year,	
September	10,	11	&	12,	2021	

	
Plus	David	Surette,	Susie	Burke,	Steve	Roy,	Shana	Aisenberg,	Denny	
Breau	and	organizers	Ellen	Carlson,	Kathy	Sommer	&	Melissa	Caron	

plus	MORE!	
Contoocook,	NH	

	

www.fiddleheadscamp.com	

Performances
Na Ceannabhain Bhana / Hardiman the Fiddler 
Traditional Irish
Side by Side 
Harry Woods
Arkansas Traveler 
Sanford C. Faulkner
Walking in My Sleep 
Arthur Smith
Amelia 
Bob McQuillen
You Never Can Tell 
Chuck Berry
En Dro / Gavotte Montagne 
Traditional Breton
Across the Great Divide 
Kate Wolf
Buck Fever Rag 
Reg Hill
I’m Shipping Up to Boston 
Dropkick Murphys, lyrics by Woodie Guthrie

603.436.5250 • piscataqua.com

We’re proud to support the New Hampshire 
Children’s Trust and its worthy mission to eliminate 

child abuse and neglect in the Granite State.



Fred Head, Lee NH

This is Fred’s second NH Fiddle Ensemble and his third attempt to make a pleasing sound come from his 
violin. He played for 3 years in his thirties and for 2 years in his fifties both with classical teachers. But now 
Fred has found Ellen and his violin is morphing to a fiddle. So many new wonderful friends from 9 to well 
over 70; all with smiles and the joy of making music together. Fred looks forward to each session with Ellen 
and perhaps one day playing one note as beautifully as she does.

George Buxton, South Hampton NH

George has been married for 46 years and always wanted to learn to play the banjo but did not have the 
time. At age 72 he decided to try to learn, after seeing the NH Fiddle Ensemble play in Exeter, NH. He can 
also be found with his wife bass fishing or working on or driving his Model A Ford or antique tractors.

Gibson Griffith, Lee NH

Gibson is an 11 year old pizza loving, music playing, old time rocker. Though he isn’t that old you can still 
find him chilling out to his favorite artist Neil Young. When not playing his guitar, Gib can be found in his 
snow tunnel in his Lee, NH backyard. He also enjoys being a Boy Scout, 4H Member and the founder of the 
“One Kid Can Make a Difference” community service club.

Grant Currie, Brentwood NH

Grant is a sophomore at St. John’s Prep High School. He is on the Varsity Crew Team, plays in the Celtic 
Band Club, and is a ski instructor in the winter. This is Grant’s second year in the NH Fiddle Ensemble. 
Special Thanks to Paul Smith who introduced Grant to fiddle tunes and made Violin fun!

Hadley Carlson, Lee NH

Hadley is 11 years old and lives in Lee, NH.  She loves ice cream, sports, baking, and being outside. Hadley 
goes to the Seacoast Charter School in Dover with her twin brother and younger sister and she has a llama 
named Coco.

Jeanne Smith, Amesbury MA

Jeanne began playing the fiddle in her mid-50s and has played in each of the Ensembles since they began. 
She enjoys playing various kinds of music and learning to back up singers. The friendships she has forged 
through making music with others have added to her life immeasurably. With her music she hopes to 
spread a little joy in these troubled times, and as she nears retirement, she hopes to play even more.

Jennifer Ramsay, Stratham NH

Jennifer is a public school music teacher who sings and plays piano and took up the fiddle 7 years ago 
when starting a string program at her school.  She still plays at a middle-school level but has hopes for 
improvement eventually. When not teaching or fiddling, she loves travel, reading and attending musical 
theater productions.  

Jerry Doyle, West Newbury MA

Jerry came to fiddling later in life at age 43. Jerry’s musical journey started with Celtic music but has 
expanded to include old-timey, bluegrass and even some blues and swing. This is Jerry’s fourth year with 
The Ensemble. His aspiration is to be a musical role model for his grandchildren and to offend as few 
people as possible both verbally and musically!

Francis Smith, Salem NH

Francis took up the violin as a prop for an 18th century revolutionary war group.  He began lessons in 
case someone asked for a song. He had simple expectations as there are 8 notes in a scale and 4 strings on 
the violin. He has since fully embraced the fiddle. He participates in music sessions in the 21st and 18th 
century.  He appreciates the richness of the NH music.

Exeter, NH Group

Adriana Scott, New Market NH

Adriana recognized her love for the arts as a child. Her parents filled her home with traditional Neapolitan 
folk songs and paintings. As a child, she attended art school and dance for many years. Today, Adriana 
expresses her love for shape, color and form through hair design. After singing with the “Voices from the 
Heart”, she picked up the mandolin in 2015, something which used to be merely part of her home décor, 
only to find that she was discovering a new musical passion.

Alasdair Morrison, Northwood NH

Alasdair is a junior at Coe Brown Northwood Academy where he is active in math, science, and robotics 
clubs. Alasdair started playing violin in the third grade at the Seacoast Charter School and enjoys spending 
a month each summer at his family home in the Outer Hebrides of Scotland where he plays fiddle 
whenever he can! Alasdair is also a black belt in karate and a karate instructor; he has been doing karate 
for 10 years.

Alex Mezey, Newburyport MA

The violin captured Alex’s heart when she started playing at age 9 in a public school program. By 14, she 
was on to other interests, but the violin never entirely left her. Now many decades later Alex has discovered 
the great joy of fiddling. She figures it must be her Irish and Hungarian heritage; she loves the lilting aires 
and gypsy music too. 

Alexia Rosa, Brentwood NH

Alexia has been playing the fiddle for a while now, but now can proudly say that she is somewhat good. 
When she isn’t captured by the pull to play her fiddle, she participates in an endless amount of sports. 
She wouldn’t have the love for composing or playing music if it weren’t for her Uncle Billy, who was an 
extraordinary composer of over a hundred theatrical soundtracks.

2020 New Hampshire Fiddle Ensemble Members

Diane Collier, Greenland NH

Diane decided to learn the fiddle after a business trip to Ireland eight years ago. She is inspired by her 
amazing teacher Ellen, and enjoys learning new tunes and feels lucky to play with such a wonderful group. 
Diane loves playing at sessions, attending fiddle camps, and has a fiddle tune playing in her head - day and 
night! When not playing, she’s outside swimming, hiking, running or skiing.

Finley Carlson, Lee NH

Finely is 11 years old and attends the Seacoast Charter School, and loves sports, music, math and his 
family. Finley lives with his 2 sisters, parents, 7 goats, 5 chickens, duck, llama, rabbit and dog.

Connor Keenan, Newfield NH

Connor is an 11 year old that is in middle school at sacred heart school in Hampton. He loves to bike with 
his friends, ski with his family and play basketball as a school sport. He also loves to jam in his basement 
on his fiddle! He is looking forward to the rest of the year on the slopes! This will be Connors fourth year in 
the fiddle ensemble.

Bob Sweeney, Rye NH

Bob is entering his senior year as a mandolin player in Fiddle Ensemble. A special thanks to all those who 
make this musical journey an enjoyable, learning experience. 



Susan Bailey, Amesbury MA

Sue comes from a musical family where her dad was always playing an instrument – around the house, on 
the boat, and out on hikes. She continued the tradition, taking up the Irish tin whistle and playing for her 
own kids on hikes and school field trips. Having attended their Suzuki violin classes, Sue was ready to take 
up the fiddle when their lessons stopped. Early classical piano training (from the same instructor her dad 
had as a child) drilled counting out the beat and reading the sheet music and forbade memorization.  So 
Sue is a ‘paper trained’ musician trying to play without her beloved sheet music – only when she has to!

Tom Sites, Newburyport MA 

Tom thanks his wife, the fiddler Alex Mezey, for awakening him eight years ago to the Fiddle Ensemble and 
to whole new realms of music an old jazz head had never heard. He loves chunking chords for the ensemble 
on his ancient archtop guitar, and the wonderful people the Ensemble attracts as players.

Valerie Kijewski, Stratham NH

Valerie plays the fiddle and mandolin. This is an avocation picked up after retiring from a consulting 
and teaching career in the business world. She is a member of the “Save the Hornpipe” (from becoming 
Reels) society. When not making music, she is an avid Bridge player, shoots sporting clays, and serves as a 
certified Score mentor.

Warren Dumphy, Sandown NH

Warren is a retired engineer who learned to strum the guitar in the mid-60’s with songs by The Kingston 
Trio and Peter, Paul, and Mary. Fifty years later he is now finger-picking bluegrass music on the banjo. 
While unable to find a local “3-finger Scruggs style” teacher, he started weekly lessons skyping with Bill 
Nesbitt from Little Rock, AR. This is Warren’s third year playing the banjo and second year as a member of 
the NH Fiddle Ensemble.

Manchester, NH Group

Alaina Winrow, Goffstown NH

Alaina is a senior at Goffstown High School and this is her second year playing fiddle in the Fiddle 
Ensemble. She has been playing violin for 10 years. In addition, Alaina plays the baritone saxophone 
and the flute. She also has participated in Destination Imagination for 12 years. She plans to study music 
education in college and is excited for her future in music!

Mary Maravic, Exeter NH

Mary teaches music at the Seacoast Charter School where many of our kids come from. 

Anna Tipping, Goffstown NH

Anna is fourteen and goes to school in Goffstown. She is in 8th grade. Anna has enjoyed playing violin 
since kindergarten. She has been in the fiddle ensemble for three years and loves to play volleyball, read, 
and bike. Anna enjoys being in the fiddle ensemble and likes playing with a large group.

Charlotte David, Pepperell MA

Charlotte has lived in Pepperell for 26 years and is married to her husband John for 29 years. They have 
two dogs, Abby and Tucker. Charlotte has been playing violin for 3 years under the tutelage of Amanda 
Basmaji of AB Studios in Nashua. As the Director of CBC food pantry for the past 16 years, her passion is to 
help the less fortunate in Nashua. She likes gardening/landscaping and being with family and friends.

Cindy Robertson, Hooksett NH

Cindy has been playing the fiddle for seven years after winning lessons at a silent auction. Cindy loves all 
kinds of music and playing the fiddle has provided her with an amazing community of wonderful people 
and events. When not fiddling, Cindy loves to dance, perform improv, read military history tomes and 
serving as the chair of the Hooksett Conservation Commission.

Jessica McArdle, Winchester MA

Jessica first became interested in playing guitar from her eldest sister, when she was growing up in 
southern CA. She also took piano lessons for a number of years while playing in recitals as a youngster. But 
it wasn’t until after she moved to the east coast and became exposed to string band music, that she became 
an avid enthusiast. Jessica also sings and plays guitar in her work as a chaplain and environmental activist. 
She and her husband live in Winchester, MA.

Jim Gregg, South Berwick ME

Jim played the accordion as a boy but stopped because of the music chosen for him to play.  Alternatively 
he learned to play folk and traditional tunes by ear on the piano.  He stopped playing in his early 20’s but 
40 years later her heard a traditional tune that accompanied an NPR story, bought a small accordion the 
next day, learned the tune by ear that night, and hasn’t stopped playing since then.  His interests are Celtic 
music, continental traditional and dance music, and traditional Appalachian tunes.

Joan Ross, Newburyport, MA

Joan is a new member of the NH Fiddle Ensemble. Last year, on a perfect April evening she attended 
the Concert in Exeter. That joyous experience opened doors into a brand new exciting, albeit challenging 
adventure.  She’s grateful to be surrounded by this genuinely warm musical group of people and motivated 
by their collective talent.

Joyce Elise McCourt, Amesbury MA

Joyce has been in all but two of the past Ensembles.  She retired from a career as an attorney for the 
Federal Government and has found music to be a great way to meet new people, and to stay active with 
current friends, most of whom are involved in music.  Joyce is also one of the people who began playing the 
fiddle and being involved in music as an adult in mid-career.

Keri-Ann Price, Northwood NH

Keri-Ann started playing violin in her late 40’s after going to an André Rieu Concert. Classically trained by 
New England Emmy-nominated Composer Ward Dilmore, this is her first venture into fiddling. She has 
played in Paris, France with a string ensemble. Keri-Ann is a Mechanical Engineer, Private Pilot/Sea plane 
rating, airplane builder, motorcyclist, ballroom dancer, violist and is venturing into playing the tin whistle. 
Her love for music, as in flying, takes her soaring high above the clouds!

Laurie Zwaan, Exeter NH

This is Laurie’s fourth year in the NH Fiddle Ensemble. Laurie lives in her empty nest in Exeter with her 
husband, Ton. For fun, she enjoys live music, skiing, reading and gory British crime dramas.

Lexi Wagnitz, Plaistow NH

Lexi is a sophomore in high school and has been playing violin for eight years. She loves being in the 
fiddle ensemble!! In addition to playing music, she is a member of her schools comedy improv team, The 
Milkmen, and she likes to be in plays and musicals. She also has an exclusive cheese tasting club!

Mary James, Durham NH

Mary took up the fiddle in her mid-fifties and now that she has retired from her work as a minister she 
finally has time to play more. She loves to garden, hike, read, cross-country ski and spend time with her 
family and friends. Mary lives with her husband Bob and cares a lot about the health of the planet and 
equality among all people. She thinks of music as a great way to build community!

Karen Stevens, Byfield MA

Karen started playing after one of her dear friends gave her a fiddle. Her musical journey started with 
playing tunes at Irish sessions then expanded to Bluegrass and Old timey music, it’s opened up a world full 
of new tunes and great friends this is her second year with the ensemble.



Gail Johnsen, Freedom NH

Gale has played fiddle for about 15 years, taking it up in her early fifties after being drawn to playing it for 
decades. Her goal was to make music that her voice couldn’t, and she discovered much more.  She enjoys 
playing with other musicians and has appreciated the opportunity NHFE has given her to broaden her 
experience and repertoire. She lives in Freedom, NH and works in Western Maine. She hopes to play the 
fiddle forever.

Honora Hathaway Geier, Tamworth NH

Honora was born in Manhattan, NYC in 2012 and moved to a small village in northern New Hampshire 
in 2017, at age 5. Honora is the second eldest of four children. Honora has studied cello since age 5. She 
recently began studying piano and she has been singing since she was a baby. Honora loves horseback 
riding, dancing, reading, swimming, winter skiing, and the great outdoors.

Lucas Southworth Geier, Tamworth NH

Lucas was born in Manhattan, NYC in 2008 and moved to a small village in northern New Hampshire 
in 2017 at age 9. He is the eldest of four children. Lucas has studied music since he was 5 and has played 
cello for 5 years. He plays bass guitar, guitar and sings. Among Lucas favorite activities are playing music, 
horseback riding, reading, alpine skiing, swimming and just about anything outdoors.

Missy Myers, Tamworth NH

Missy plays claw-hammer banjo and is grateful that the fine musicians of the ensemble continue to put up 
with her flailing - er, frailing - for a sixth year.  She is part of the Tamworth group and relies on this great 
music and the wonderful folks who play it to keep her sane as the medical director of community mental 
health services in the North Country.

Rebecca McReynolds, Conway NH

After moving to New Hampshire full-time in 2017, Rebecca was thrilled to find such a welcoming and 
encouraging music community. Playing with the New Hampshire Fiddle Ensemble has helped her grow as 
a musician and build friendships that will last a lifetime. Rebecca plays guitar and lives in Conway, NH.

Tilton, NH Group

Becky Bukowski, Concord NH 

Becky started playing the fiddle five years ago and this is her fourth year with the NH Fiddle Ensemble. 
Learning to play the violin was her retirement goal and she has enjoyed playing the ensemble tunes. The 
variety of styles played by the ensemble has kept her interested in the music and she appreciates the 
camaraderie of the ensemble members. 

Caitlin Dulac, Gilford NH

Caitlin lives in Gilford with her husband and two boys.  She started playing her grandfather’s violin at age 
six and played classical music. After a long hiatus, she has come out of retirement to enjoy learning to 
fiddle. When she isn’t practicing, she can be found working as a Nurse Practitioner and skiing at Gunstock.

Carol Sweeney, Concord NH

Carol fell in love with fiddle music during a trip to Nova Scotia. Nine years ago she heard about learning 
by ear and started taking lessons. Carol has made some great musical friendships and plays fiddle with an 
Irish session, a bluegrass jam and at a local nursing home. This is her fourth year in Fiddle Ensemble and 
she enjoys playing all the different genres. Great to be back again!

Eileen Young, Laconia NH

Eileen is in her second year as a member of the NH Fiddle Ensemble. She has only just begun her journey 
as a fiddle player and is thrilled to have joined a group that is so supportive and fun. She enjoys various 
outdoor activities like hiking, kayaking, and spending time at the ocean. 

Dan Fedor, Hooksett NH

Dan wanted to take music lessons when he was 10 and there was an old violin in the attic that belonged to 
his great uncle. His mom started him on classical violin while his brothers started on accordion and drums. 
The goal was to form a polka band. It didn’t work with the violin. Later in life, his wife suggested they look 
into the NHFE and Dan was hooked (on the FIDDLE).  

Ellen Barber, Bedford NH

Ellen is a recently retired nurse who has been taking lessons for 4 years and loves the uplifting music the 
fiddle ensemble plays. She enjoys taking care of her two grandchildren and takes frequent rode trips with 
her husband along the coastline of Maine and has ridden most of the bike trails in New England.

Eleanor Kerwin, Manchester NH

Eleanor is a 13 year old, 8th grade student at the Derryfield School in Manchester. She has been playing 
the fiddle for 8 years. When she is not fiddling around, she enjoys Nordic skiing, math and science. She has 
lost count of how many years she has played in the Fiddle Ensemble. She looks forward to it every year.

Heather Sweeney, Amherst NH

Heather spent her summers growing up on a lake in the Adirondacks, Thursday nights were all about 
fiddles and square dancing. At 52 years old, Heather chose to pick up the fiddle! After 8 years of lessons, 
she was introduced to the Fiddle Ensemble and an incredible teacher, Ellen Carlson. Heather really 
appreciates being part of a welcoming group of musicians that have encouraged her to relive the sounds of 
fiddles from that Adirondack Lodge! 

Liz Chapman, Concord NH

This is Liz’s third year in Ensemble. She lives in Concord with her husband of 37 years and their elderly 
pug. She started fiddling after she received a violin for her 50th birthday. She and her husband have 
recently taken up beekeeping, a hobby that has turned out to be just as complex as fiddling. 

Peggy Fedor, Hooksett NH

Peggy took up the harp later in life. She saw a harper at the NH Highland Games who invited her to try her 
harp. She was hooked instantly and has been playing ever since then. A few years later she saw the segment 
on Chronicle about the Fiddle Ensemble and thought it would be a fun thing for her and her husband to 
do, and It Was. She loves the variety of instruments and music genres and definitely the people. 

Susan Collins, Amherst NH

With children grown and gone, long lost music has filled Susan’s retirement. Playing with the ensemble 
since 2017 she has found her guitar skills greatly improved with every season. She has enjoyed every 
moment playing with these wonderful musicians and hopes to pass on her love of ensemble playing to her 
beautiful grand babies.

Thomas Kerwin, Manchester NH

Thomas is a 10 year old, 5th grade student at Webster Elementary School in Manchester.  He has been 
playing the guitar for 3 years. This is his first time with the fiddle ensemble.  He is excited and nervous. 
When he is not jamming out on his guitar, he likes to ski (nordic and alpine), read and play with Legos.

Tamworth, NH Group

Chocorua (Corey) Campbell Trask, Tamworth NH 

Corey is 15 years old and is in his sixth year playing with the Fiddle Ensemble. He studies the world, the 
universe and academics with Richard Posner at Tamworth Learning Circles and acts with Snapdragon 
Children’s Theatre and Shakespeare with Advice to The Players. He plays guitar, piano and harmonica – 
and sometimes Dungeons & Dragons.



Paul Warnick, Gildford NH

Paul is from Gilford and teaches music at the Gilford Public Schools. He is also an accomplished solo 
musician.  

Pam Hunt, New Hampton NH

Pam plays the cello and also plays in the Lakes Region Symphony Orchestra.  In addition to music, she 
loves to hike, swim, row and ride her bike in the beautiful scenic area around where she lives.  

Pat Chagnon, Loudon NH

As a young child in school listening to the school orchestra, Pat always wanted to learn to play the violin. 
She’s been a student of Ellen’s for several years and thoroughly enjoys learning new tunes and techniques. 
Pat teaches piano, guitar and violin; she also plays in her church hand bell choir. She is a part of the Tilton 
fiddle group who have played for local schools, benefits and nursing homes going under the name of 
Custard Pie with Nuts.     

Samantha Dahl, Gilford NH

Samantha, an eighth grader at Gilford Middle School loves snowboarding, is active in the Unified Sports 
Program, Math Team, Student Council and plays clarinet in the school band. At seven years old Sammy 
was at the Stone Church where a group was playing Irish music. After having her picture taken with the 
violin player, Samantha began asking for pink cowboy boots and a violin. She has long outgrown those pink 
boots but has continued her love of the violin.

Sandy Price, Meredith NH

Owning her grandfather’s violin, Sandy always wanted to learn to play it.  At 67, she sold a house for one 
of Ellen’s students who referred her to Ellen. Seven years later she is still learning. At 60, Sandy hiked the 
Appalachian Trail from Georgia to Maine.  She has also hiked all 48 of the 4,000 foot mountains in NH 
every month of the year. She has also finished hiking every trail mentioned in the White Mountain Guide 
Book.

Susanna Tilley, Gilford NH

Susanna is nine years old and lives in Gilford NH. She has played the fiddle for four and a half years. Some 
of her favorite songs are Arkansas Traveler and Na Ceannabhain Bhana. She has six animals. She lives with 
her mom, dad, and sister.

Kittery, ME Group

Ainsley Eaton, Dover NH

Ainsley has been playing violin for 5 years. She attends Seacoast Charter School and is sisters with 
Madeline Eaton. She has been in the NH fiddle ensemble for 2 years (this is her second) and enjoys 
horseback riding and crafting hobbies. 

Ainsley Morehead, Kittery ME

Ainsley is 11 years old and is in 6th grade at Heronfield Academy.  She has been playing the violin since she 
was 5 years old. At 8 years old she began taking fiddle lessons, with Ellen Carlson, and has been enjoying 
every minute of it. This will be her fourth year with the New Hampshire Fiddle Ensemble and is also play 
with UNH Youth Symphony Orchestra.  Some of her favorite artists are Lindsey Stirling, Hanneke Cassel 
and Natalie McMaster. Ainsley enjoys basketball, swimming, downhill skiing and, of course, fiddle!

Barbara Williams, Dover NH

Barbara took up fiddle in her 50s and has been using it as therapy for a good life ever since. This is her 
second year with the New Hampshire Fiddle Ensemble. She also plays with a community orchestra in 
Maine. As an enthusiastic contra dancer for 30 years, Barbara dances with her fiddle and hopes her fiddle 
will dance in the band when the body is no longer able to. 

Erica Russell, Canterbury NH

Erica grew up in Baltimore in a family where music was either being played or heard. Having a background 
in piano and glockenspiel she had developed quite an ear so when her children left home she picked up the 
fiddle hoping to sound half a good as they.  When she’s not birthing babies or training for the next triathlon 
she has found joy in playing either alone, in a group or for her biggest fan, 89 year old dad. 

Jim Heath, Franklin NH

Jim comes to the NH Fiddle Ensemble as a “legacy” of his daughter, Abigail, who is currently away 
somewhere studying Hydrogeology - whatever that is. In his fourth year with the Fiddle Ensemble, Jim 
picked up the guitar six years ago as an adjunct to his blues harmonica affliction. When not busy writing 
software by day he proves, time and again by night, that mortifying struggle and pure enjoyment are not 
mutually exclusive.  

Joan Murray, Alton NH

Joan has been playing the violin for a number of years. She is a member of the Lakes Region Symphony 
Orchestra and enjoys that community group.  She has been involved with the Fiddle Ensemble for several 
years and enjoys learning various styles of fiddle music. It’s been fun meeting new people and developing 
friendships because of our interest in learning and playing music together.  Our Tilton group meets almost 
every week to practice.  We have even played a few “gigs.”  

Lauren Cooper, Gilford NH

Lauren lives in Gilford, NH and has been playing fiddle for four years. This is her second year in the 
Ensemble. She enjoys learning the fiddle along with her two daughters, Susanna and Maria Tilley.

Maria Tilley, Gilford NH

Maria lives in Gilford, NH, and goes to the Tilton Fiddle Group. She has been playing fiddle for three years. 
This is Maria’s second year in the NH Fiddle Ensemble. She also plays flute in her middle school band.  
Maria loves the Fiddle Ensemble and plans to take part in it next year!

Marilyn Gillis, Moultonborough NH

Marilyn has always loved music! She played violin as a child, but the violin ended up in its case along with 
childhood. Twelve years ago, she won a Taylor guitar, began to play, found bluegrass, the BBU, and music 
again became a major part and passion of her life. She decided to resurrect the fiddle from its case and now 
enjoys it all! This is her fourth season with the ensemble and totally enjoys it.

Mike White, Pittsfield NH 

Mike has lived on the same farm in Pittsfield NH for 50 years now, where she worked mainly with horses, 
giving riding lessons, and raising mini horses and mini donkeys. She retired from barn chores and is now 
raising Siberian cats in her home. She spends a good deal of her time playing her autoharp with various 
groups in the area.

Nancy Kursewicz, Concord NH

Nancy returns to the ensemble for the fourth time.  As retirement neared, Nancy dusted off the guitar and 
started playing music once again with friends. She considers playing guitar with the ensemble a wonderful 
experience. Nancy especially enjoys the variety of music the ensemble plays.

Noel Dickinson, Penacook NH

Noel started playing in elementary school orchestra and continued classical lessons with several local 
teachers.  Nearing retirement, she began taking fiddle lessons with Ellen and other local teachers.  This is 
her 7th year with the Ensemble. She currently enjoys teaching beginning violin at Strings and Things in 
Concord.  She and her husband, Gary, host weekly Friday sessions in Penacook.



Nolan Young, North Berwick ME

Nolan has been playing guitar for about 4 years. This is his first year playing in the fiddle ensemble. He 
enjoys the way the band harmonizes together. He lives in North Berwick with his mom, dad, sister, and 
pets. He enjoys biking and video games. He would like to thank Michelle for bringing him to and from 
fiddle ensemble and his parents for supporting him.

Owen Porter, Kittery Point ME

Owen is always humming something, whether it is a part or a combination of songs. He is a 5th year 
trombone student and has been learning the acoustic bass guitar for fiddle ensemble.

Paul Anderson, Kittery ME

Paul has been playing a variety of instruments for about 60 years, starting with accordion and branching 
out to piano and guitar, among others. He has also been known to sing on occasion. His musical interests 
include blues, folk, country, jazz, Cajun, zydeco and classical. This is his fourth year with the Ensemble. He 
is a resident of Kittery, ME. 

PJ Lignos, Eliot ME

PJ lives in Eliot, Maine. He has been playing Violin since Kindergarten. He has played for his school and 
for the UNH YSO. He loves the fiddle and can be seen playing on occasion in downtown Portsmouth. He 
also plays the Cello, Drums and is currently teaching himself the Piano. He also takes part in the school 
or church praise and worship bands. When PJ is not playing music he’s trying out new tricks on his 
skateboard or snowboard. 

Richard Fogarty, Rollinsford ME

Richard lives in Rollinsford with his wife Pat of 51 years. He loves outdoor activities including walking, 
golfing and kayaking. Family is important to him and telling ghost stories to his grandchildren makes him 
happy. Richard was 65 years old and thinking of retiring and began to wonder what he wanted to do. He 
had been interested in the violin, researched it and found a wonderful instructor in Cayt Norris. His new 
passion was discovered.

Steve Gray, York ME

Steve is a recently retired public servant who has enjoyed music all his life. He played percussion through 
his school years. Several years ago he bought as used student violin and began a new adventure. He played 
for several semesters with the PMAC Adult String Ensemble and took some private instruction along 
the way. Steve owns several bows, some for fiddling and some for archery. Ensemble is his new musical 
adventure.

Scarborough, ME Group

Brenda Austin, Saco ME

Brenda decided at the “young” age of 58 that she wanted to learn to play an instrument. Since then, she has 
taken lessons on the fiddle, banjo, and ukulele, becoming a master of none, but has had fun along the way.  
She is thrilled to be a part of the NH Fiddle Ensemble. 

Caroline Jones, Gorham ME 

This year is Caroline’s first year in the Ensemble. She is 9 years old and received her very first instrument 
when she was 5. She has been playing on and off since then, joining her mom Eileen at farmer’s markets 
and Merrifield Farm for Maine Maple weekend to showcase her skills. She has recently been working 
on learning to hula-hoop while fiddling.  She LOVES all things Harry Potter, went to Broadway to see 
Hamilton, and really enjoys reading all the time. 

Bob Thibodeau, York ME

In his 5th year in the Fiddle Ensemble, lifelong percussionist Bob Thibodeau enjoys the recent challenge of 
the ukulele. He is very grateful to Ellen and Melissa for graciously permitting cajon, snare drum, bodhran, 
conga drum, triangle and other percussion instruments to infiltrate the group.  

Cathy King, South Berwick ME

Cathy plays upright bass and sings in Cedar Mountain Bluegrass Band and plays rhythm guitar and sings 
with a fiddle and mandolin in the York River Ramblers.

Chick Willing, Eliot ME

At the age of 70, Chick started playing the fiddle, cello and the banjo.  He has known Ellen Carlson’s family 
for many years going back to when they all lived in Connecticut. 

Emma Gsottschneider, York ME

Emma lives in York and is in 7th grade. This is her 3rd year in the Ensemble and she loves it! In her free 
time, when she is not fiddling, she enjoys swimming and surfing in the ocean, singing and acting in plays, 
reading, hiking, biking, skiing, tennis, track and all animals, especially her cat Kiwi!

Greg Morehead, Kittery ME

Greg has been a resident of Kittery, ME for 11 years and thoroughly enjoys the seacoast area. He is a 
Software Development Engineer and enjoys many outdoor activities such as; biking, skiing, and rock 
climbing.  He picked up the guitar as a hobby in college and has been playing on and off since. In recent 
years, his interest has been invigorated by his daughter Ainsley’s fiddle playing.  He enjoys the opportunity 
to “jam” with her and the Fiddle Ensemble.

Joanne Toone, Hollis ME

Joanne was a late starter as a musician but now looks for any opportunity to play for fun. When not 
fiddling around with the NHFE she plays violin and sings with the Fiddle-icious orchestra and is one of the 
founding organizers of the Fiddle-icious Traditions musical weekend hosted in Lewiston-Auburn, Maine 
each Spring.  At home she enjoys playing music with her multi-instrumentalist partner Paul, and torturing 
their two new kittens with her latest practice tunes, over and over again!

Madeline Eaton, Dover NH

Madeline lives in Dover, NH, and has been playing the viola for 5 years.  She has five younger siblings, and 
goes to Seacoast Charter School.  She joined the NH Fiddle Ensemble last year, and recently joined the 
UNH Youth Symphony Orchestra.  She enjoys knitting, sewing, and playing her viola.

Max Mueller, Dover NH

Max is currently in 8th grade at Seacoast Charter School and started playing violin in fourth grade. Since 
that time, she has learned several other string instruments, including the mandolin, bass and her favorite, 
electric guitar. This is Max’s first year with NH Fiddle Ensemble. 

Michelle Mabley, Kittery Point ME

Michelle is a third year fiddle student from Kittery Point. She is pleased to be joined by her children, Owen 
and Lilian, for her second year performing with Ensemble. She enjoys a diverse range of music to include 
blues, folk, world, rock, and indie and hopes to continue to learn to play and perform music with others in 
the future.

Mike Skrip, Cape Neddick ME

Mike Skrip has been playing guitar off for over 40 years. Throughout those years he has played in a few jazz 
bands, folk bands and some really bad garage bands. Mike and his husband Jim currently splits their time 
between Boston and Cape Neddick; with the hope of living full time in Maine in a few years. 



Inga Green, Langdon NH

Inga’s love of music came from her mother, who used to play piano. Strings were not offered in high school, 
so she took up the trumpet than the French horn. She managed to qualify for the N.H. All-State Band 
with the French horn for 2 yrs. Always in love with old NE fiddle music, she finally started that in mid-late 
adulthood. Presently she enjoys playing with the Main Street Arts String Band in Saxtons River,Vt., Sweet 
Bunch of Daisies and the Northeast Fiddlers Association.

John Monroe, Belfast ME

John recently restored an antique Cape in Belfast Maine, where he moved 18 months ago. Now that the 
house is done, he spends his days playing instruments in the biggest room in the house which is totally 
dedicated to music. He started to play piano and bass in 2019 and continues to play the guitar with great 
mediocrity. He also plays ukulele, sings and plays trumpet in the Midcoast Ukes.

Audrey Smith, Lee NH

Audrey is 17 years old. She lives is a senior at Portsmouth Christian Academy where she is a member of 
the high school symphony and the pit orchestra. In the upcoming fall she will be rowing at Mercyhurst 
University as well as studying hospitality management. She has played the violin for 11 years and been in 
the Fiddle Ensemble for 7 years. She enjoys playing music with her family and spending time with her dog 
Reggie.

Shelby Smith, Lee NH

Shelby is 15 years old and has been with the fiddle ensemble for 7 years and has been playing the fiddle for 
11 years.  She enjoys playing with her sister Audrey, and parents Valerie and Paul Smith. She is looking 
forward to playing with the fiddle ensemble for many more years, or at least before she goes to college. 

Valerie Smith, Lee NH

Valerie has been a part of the Fiddle Ensemble for as long as her daughters Audrey and Shelby have. The 
first year she was a chauffeur and a spectator but it looked like so much fun she learned how to play bass so 
she could join. A few years ago her husband Paul joined and it has become a great family activity. Valerie 
would like to thank Ellen and Melissa and everyone involved in the NH Fiddle Ensemble for some of the 
best memories ever and for embracing the yodel.

Private Coach Group 

Freja Carlson, Lee NH

Freja is 8 years old and in 2nd grade at the Seacoast Charter School. Freja likes the color purple and 
playing the fiddle. This is her first year in the NH Fiddle Ensemble (although she did play 1 song in 1 
concert last year). Her older twin siblings (Hadley and Finley) also play in the ensemble.   

Eileen Armstrong, Gorham ME

Eileen started playing fiddle at the age of 23. It was a long-time dream to be able to play the fiddle. She 
started with woodwind instruments in high school (clarinet, sax, penny whistle) and then moved on to 
learn guitar chords.  It was upon returning from Ireland that she was determined to start learning fiddle. 
After a year of borrowing one from a stellar friend she was gifted her very own and it has been making 
music ever since! She plays for the joy it brings and has been involved with the Ensemble since 2017. 

John Darigan, Saco ME

John is 10 years old and a 5th grader at CK Burns School and is looking forward to many more years in 
the Fiddle Ensemble. He played the violin for 1 year and has been playing the viola for 6 months. He loves 
playing fiddle tunes like Arkansas Traveler, for which he is playing the farmer role in this year’s show. 
John’s Auntie Missy runs the Ensemble and they enjoy playing music together. John also enjoys playing 
football and basketball.

Julie Harrison, Scarborough ME

Julie inherited her grandfathers’ violin at the age of nine and began a classical journey that lasted through 
her college years.  After a 25-year hiatus she was introduced to the NH Fiddle Ensemble, where she has 
the discovered the joy and challenges of a whole new way of playing with a really fun and talented group of 
folks.  This is Julie’s third year with the ensemble.

Lilian Porter, North Berwick ME

This is Lilian’s first year playing in a stringed instrument ensemble.  She is eleven years old and is learning 
her grandfather’s baritone ukulele.  She previously played percussion in Noble Pep Band.

Ryan Seymour, Falmouth ME

Ryan is in seventh grade and is 13 years old. He started playing fiddle with Melissa eight years ago (since 
he was five). The styles of music he has played include Irish/Scottish, folk/country, and bluegrass. He has 
been to Maine fiddle camp a couple of times. He loves going to music festivals in the summer, for example, 
Ossipee bluegrass fest, and the Green Mountain bluegrass and roots fest. For many years Ryan would 
street perform (hula hoop while playing fiddle) at Portland’s first Friday art festivals. When he was in fifth 
grade he won first prize at the “Falmouth’s got talent” talent show by playing the fiddle and hula hooping. 
Lately, he has been messing around with the mandolin and hoping to play it on one song in the fiddle 
ensemble.

Samantha Malley, Falmouth ME

A sophomore at Falmouth High School in Maine, Samantha has been fiddling since the age of 9. She 
has studied with Nancy Roderick, Melissa Bragdon Caron, and Erica Brown. This is her first year with 
NH Fiddle Ensemble.  When not making music, you’ll find Sam playing soccer, ice hockey, and Ultimate 
Frisbee; or throwing clay in the art studio.”

Steve Mallett, Topsham ME

Steve lives in Topsham, Maine. This is his fifth year playing the violin and also playing with the NH Fiddle 
Ensemble. Melissa Caron has been his teacher for most of this time. Steve enjoys all kinds of music which 
is one reason he likes the Ensemble. Lately, he has enjoyed playing at church, accompanying the music 
director who plays the organ and piano. Presently, Steve is training to be an English language tutor for 
asylum seekers living in Brunswick, Maine.



Kris Day, Portland ME

Kris is most recognizable as a member of the New England roots music scene. He’s spent the last 25 years 
as a member of rockabilly quartet King Memphis and over a decade as bassist for bluegrass favorites Jerks 
of Grass and Travis-picking guitar slinger Sean Mencher & his Rhythm Kings. Kris has performed in 38 
states, Canada and Europe holding down the low end for rock n’ roll legends Link Wray, Dale Hawkins, 
Ronnie Dawson, Sleepy LaBeef & Joe Clay as well as performing with an array of artists ranging from 
bluegrass mandolin hero Matt Flinner to Brazilian singer Celia Vaz to Gypsy Jazz guitarist Stephane 
Wrembel (as a member of Hot Club of Portland). For the last 15 years Kris has spent his days teaching 
music at Buckdancers Choice in Portland, Maine and his nights performing live in and around New 
England.

2020 New Hampshire Fiddle Ensemble Directors

Ellen Carlson, Nottingham NH

Ellen learned how to fiddle from square dance players when she was 11 & 12.  She never studied violin but 
taught herself after her introductory fiddle lessons. She was motivated by the desire to play in her brother 
Darrell’s country/rock/bluegrass band. There was always music in her family. She spent time playing 
with many square dance, old-time and bluegrass players but loves all kinds of music and has studied the 
intricacies’ of the many styles. She spent 15 years teaching middle school math but now just fiddles for a 
living. She co-runs the Fiddleheads Acoustic Jam Camp and teaches at Fiddle Hell, Wernick Jam Camps, 
Grey Fox, Joe Val & Pemi Valley. She has numerous album credits including her own album that received a 
coveted highlight review in Bluegrass Unlimited Magazine.

Melissa Bragdon Caron, Scarborough ME

Melissa is known for playing and teaching many different styles of music. Classically trained, she went on 
to study music education at the University of Maine at Orono. While in college, Melissa became interested 
in the fiddling styles of Celtic music. She has been performing Irish music ever since, around New England 
and in Ireland! She has taught general music, beginning strings, and the high school orchestra in the 
Windham School System. Soon after moving to Portland, Maine, Melissa became acquainted with the 
bluegrass band “Jerks of Grass” and has been a part of the band since 2006. She has been greatly involved 
with the development of 317 Main Community Music Center in Yarmouth, Maine, since it began 2004. 
Melissa currently teaches at Portsmouth Music and Arts Center and at her home studio in Scarborough, 
Maine.

Darrell Carlson, Epsom NH

Darrell started playing guitar at 9 and quickly developed into a sought after singer and player in the 
northwestern Connecticut/New York region even at age 14. He started his own band with his brother Bruce 
and sister Ellen along with 3 neighborhood kids at age 13 and has continued to play for 40 more years 
thoroughly enjoying playing with others of all levels.

2020 New Hampshire Fiddle Ensemble Coaches

Shana Aisenberg, Freedom NH

On any given day you can hear Shana playing in various musical contexts from Appalachian Old-time to 
Eastern-European Klezmer to fingerstyle blues. Shana regularly fiddles for contra dances, plays piano 
and directs the choir every Sunday morning at church, and sings original songs at coffeehouses. She 
performs with String Equinox and other groups and has recorded numerous albums as a soloist and 
session musician. In addition to writing instruction books for ukulele, guitar and mandolin, she teaches 
at workshops and festivals nationwide and teaches locally both individually and in groups. Shana loves 
teaching players of any level. Visit Shana online at shanasongs.com.

Paul Smith, Lee NH

Paul’s family first joined the ensemble very recently. His daughters were in 4th and 6th grade and his wife 
had just started the bass. After seeing the fun they were having, he decided to join the group. Today one of 
his daughters is a senior in high school and the other is a sophomore. In his first two days the Smith family 
acquired a rather extensive list of songs that they can play together and have played together at various 
functions. Now that today is here, each time the family plays together is seen as gift so, thank you Ellen, 
Melissa and the whole fiddle ensemble for the gift of today’s performance.

Liz Faiella, Northwood NH

Liz’s study of Irish fiddling, classical training, and love of social dancing has shaped her musical approach. 
Liz’s music has taken her to the Acadia Trad Festival, Austin Celtic Music Festival, and Boston Celtic Music 
Festival. Her duo with her brother, guitarist Dan Faiella, recently released their debut album At Long Last 
(2018). Liz has taught at festivals far and wide, and is chair of Folk & Jazz at Concord Community Music 
School, where she directs the Fall Fiddle Festival.

Jane Orzechowski, Newport NH

Jane plays fiddle music from Swedish, Celtic, French-Canadian traditions. She has performed at 
RevelsNorth Christmas, Summer Solstice festivals, NEFFA, Old Songs Festival, Smithsonian Folklife 
Festival, Celebrate New Hampshire,  Millenium Stage (Kennedy Center), East Lawn Concert series 
(U.S. Capitol), Library of Congress Neptune Plaza series. She has recorded with Old New England, Bob 
McQuillen, Dudley Laufman, Sarah Bauhan, Green Mountain Volunteers, David Surette, Smithsonian 
Folkways. She is the 2019 recipient of the NH Governor’s Folk Heritage Arts Award. 2020 New Hampshire

2020 New Hampshire Fiddle Ensemble Guest Musicians



Exeter Hospital and its affiliated 
organizations – Core Physicians 
and Rockingham Visiting Nurse 
Association & Hospice provide 
healthcare services that are 
innovative, progressive and 
focused on quality and the well-
being of the communities in the 
greater New Hampshire Seacoast.

exeterhospital.com  l  603-580-6668
Like us on Facebook 
for news, healthy tips 

& medical information.

N H Fiddle Ensemble Cares
Funds from our shows benefit community nonprofits.

Virtual Concert: NH Children’s Trust
The New Hampshire chapter of Prevent Child Abuse America, New 
Hampshire Children’s Trust works to ensure safe, stable, and nurturing 
relationships and environments for children and families by creating 
opportunities for collaboration, advocating for family-friendly policies, 
promoting positive social norms, and strengthening the proficiency and 
accessibility of the family support and strengthening field. 

Visit their website at www.nhchildrenstrust.org.

http://www.nhchildrenstrust.org

